TIMES & TRANSCRIPT SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31,2016 | E3

A

AR E B E s RE R R EREE B EEE BN R E A B R AR RS R A AR

THE ART OF DOCUMENTATION: THE NEW BRUNSWICK MAT REGISTRY
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Patricia Eaton

Before leaving for Costa Rica where my
daughter and I are ringing in the New
Year, I wanted to get caught upwitha
story about the New Brunswick Mat S Y™ i e e o
Regisry o - o
To date, the non-profit group of vol- 7 e o R
“unteers, in partnership with the New
Brunswick Museum and Musée Acadie,
has documented more than 400 mats
according to Judy Morison, of Dorches-
ter, who co-chairs the registry with
Marielle Poirier of Grande Digue.
“Many of them are over 100 years old,
soit’s starting to be a data base of great
importance,” Morison said.
Aslong as there are hooked mats
out there made in New Brunswick or
by a New Brunswicker and 25 years or
older, the group wants to know so the
mats can be added to a database, creat-
ing a digital archive of our cultural hist-
ory. Registration events have been held
throughout the province over the pa




by a New Brunswicker and 25 years or
older, the group wants to know so the
mats can be added to adatabase, creat-
Ing a digital archive of our culfural hist
ory. Registration events have been held
throughout the province over the past
tewyears, two of which I've been in-
vited to attend, the most recent being

this past October in Monctonwhere &8 o WA el LR B T
the process was documented by afilm Marielle Poirier, co-chair of the New Brunswick Mat Registry
CIEW. LeBlanc of Memramcook from knitting yarn with a feedbag backing. pHoTo: MARGARET PATRICIA EATON

When people carrying the mats ar-

rived for their appointment, they

were led through several stages. First
the history of the mat was recorded:
Who made it - individual or a group?
Why did they make it? Was it practical,
decorative or to mark a significant oc-
casion? Was it made for personal use or

undersides taking great care that no
stitches showed through, before it was
photographed for the database. If the
mat was signed on the underside, the
signature was photographed as well.
The registry has moved to the next

for sale? - level, thanks to the federal New Hor-
['had an opportunity to listen as regis- 1zons for Seniors’ Grant, and provides
try volunteers Marie-Claude Hébert video productions in both languages,

and Yvette Melanson recorded the his-
tory of amat brought in by Thérése

Léger, which was designed by her fath-
¢r, Walter Arsenault in 1967 in honour
of Canada’s Centennial and hooked by

created by Moncton’s Atlas Films.

[n addition to the documentation
process, the videos will contain inter-
views and conversations around rug
hooking. Godbout, for example, inter-

......

her mother and aunt. viewed retired Senator Viola Léger,
This mat isn't just an original design, _ who learned to hook for a theatric-

italsoshedslighton NewBrunswick &S @ RS £ al role and has a collection of 14 mats,

history and culture. Marie-Claude Hébert and Yvette Melanson interview Thérése Leger who brought  most of which were made in Memram-

“It's always fascinating to look at the
design and see what you can discov-
er about the province;”said Line Go-
bout, registry co-founder and founder
of Les Hookeuses de Bor'del’lo. “For ex-
ample, bridges, if you look at the data-
base, you'll see bridges at Grand Falls
and Hartland depicted.”

Another includes a log cabin, people,

in this 1967 rug designed by her father to celebrate Canada’s Centennial and
hooked by her mother and aunt. PHoTO: MARGARET PATRICIA EATON

COOK.

“Léger talked about the place of
hooked rugs in our culture and how we
canencourage the younger generation
to discover their heritage and be proud
of it Godbout said.

Other interviews were done by Lynn
Kinsella with the Carnegie Hookersin
Rothesay while Doris Norman spoke

“Today I had the pleasure of meet-
Ing two rug hookers, well, in a way you
could say three. One was 91 years old,
one was 88 and the other one brought
In arug made by her aunt who was 95

'what to do with it, but when they bring
it here, they get an idea of the import:
ance of what they have?

At another station Peter Larocque,
curator of art and culture at the New

trees andapile of cut logs “and youcan ~ and had fallen, socouldn’t come. Soal-  Brunswick Museum and Poirierwere ©  with renown professional tapestry art-
tell this was an original designandnot  ready you have a history. You cansense ~ measuring the mats andexaminingthe | ist Susan Vida Judah, whose work has
from a catalogue and when we discover  the pride when people bring in some- materialsusedtocreate them,andat  been exhibited at the New Brunswick
aruglike thiswe are very excited”Go-  thingthat wasmade by amotheroran still another Morison wassewingtags  Museum and represented by leading
bout said. aunt and sometimes theydon'tknow  with aregistration number to their galleries, including Gallery ’78

, €xamine a hooked rug created by Noella
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in Fredericton.

“We also filmed conversations” Mori-

son said. “For example there’s a hus-
band and wife team who hook togeth-
¢r,an aunt and her niece, two adults
with the Reach program in Frederic-
ton, two children who leared to hook
through a school program with Mar:
ielle and a pair of sisters-inlaw from:
Cormier’s Cove who are aged 100 and
102”

The registry is working out details for
the film’s launch in the spring, when
the editing process will be complete. “

We haven't got our plans for that
finalized yet, but we will.” Morison
says. ,

Godbout said anyone with a hooked
mat should reach out to discover the
story behind it. To get in contact with
the registry visit mats-tapisnb.com; see
their Faceboook page; contact Mori-
son at 506-379-6682 or morc@rog-
ers.com; or contact Poirier at 506-533-
9578, marjean@nb.sympatico.ca.

Margaret Patricia Eaton
Margareteaton16@gmail.com
Afreelance writer, photographerand
poet, Margaret’s weekly column focuses
~onartists, galleriesandart issues in
southeast New Brunswick
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